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This update addresses information on the Angier Elementary School project, the Zervas Elementary 
School project, the Cabot Elementary School project and the Aquinas project. 
 
I.  Angier Elementary School Project 
Construction activities are moving forward at a fast pace to ready the new building for opening in 
January 2016.  Many trades are working multiple shifts seven days per week to assure the schedule is 
met.  The metal panels for the building facade will be arriving by the end of this month and the 
contractor will have 20 people working on installation. This work is on schedule to be completed by 
the time the school opens.   
 
Exterior site work is making strong progress.  Asphalt paving and curb installation are complete; the 
concrete for the plaza has been poured and the retaining wall, including stone veneer, is complete.  
Planting of landscaping beds, loam and trees is complete in the front of the building and work has 
begun on the playground.  Installation of concrete sidewalks around the building perimeter is 
underway and will be completed by the third week of November 2015.  
 
Interior finish work is proceeding at a fast pace.  Flooring in the third floor hallway is over 95% 
complete and flooring in second floor classrooms is more than half done.  The installation of the gym 
floor is underway.  Final casework and millwork installation is in process and finish coats of painting 
are continuing to be applied.  All plumbing fixtures have been installed and all plumbing work is 
99% complete. Kitchen equipment has arrived and is being installed.  Gymnasium equipment 
(basketball backstops, scoreboard and divider curtain) has been installed.  Tele/data work, including 
installation and testing of network devices, phones, computers and projectors, is on target for 
completion in December 2015. 
 
Furniture deliveries will take place from December 14 – 22, 2015.  Any Angier curriculum and other 
materials that stay with Angier will move from the Carr School to the new building beginning on 
December 26, 2015.  In anticipation of this move, crates already have been delivered.  Teachers will 
have additional time available to pack on the early release days scheduled from December 21 – 23, 
2015. 
 



 
DiNisco Design recently received the design review documents back from USGBC indicating the 
project remains on target to obtaining a solid LEED Gold designation for project.  Weekly 
construction meetings continue to be held by the project team.  
 
 
General information about the project, and updates on community meetings, is available at: 

 
http://angier.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 

 
W.T. Rich’s webcam of the Angier construction site can be viewed at: 

 
http://oxblue.com/open/Angier 

 
 
II. Zervas Elementary School Project 
Teachers are continuing to pack and will take advantage of the half day school schedule on 
December 21 - 23, 2015.  The move to Carr School will begin on December 26, 2015.  
 
The Design Review Committee voted to release the drawings for bidding at their Oct. 21, 2015 
meeting. The requests for qualifications (RFQs) for the main bid package (#3) have been advertised 
for the past several weeks and statements of qualifications (SOQs) have been received. The project’s 
Pre-Qualification Committee will be reviewing the SOQs and will notify applicants if they are 
qualified to bid or not and will distribute an Invitation to Bid on or about December 4, 2015 with 
bids expected in early January 2016. The documents will be available to prequalified trade 
contractors on December 7, 2015.  Non-trade contractors will be bid through construction manager 
W.T. Rich which will distribute bid documents to its pre-qualified subcontractors.   
 
Work related to early bid package #1 for tree removal and other site preparation and 
demolition/abatement will begin in January 2016.  Work related to early bid package #2 for 
site/foundation/concrete/steel will begin in April 2016.   
 
The Zervas School Building Committee (ZSBC) and Design Review Committee (DRC) met jointly 
on November 12, 2015 to review a project update given by the project team.  In preparing for the 
construction bid process, the Beethoven Street façade of the building had undergone simplification at 
several DRC meetings.  The evolution of the design of the Beethoven façade will be further 
summarized and reviewed by ZSBC.  Analysis of traffic and circulation at Zervas is ongoing and 
supplemental traffic data will be taken on Beacon Street at points west of Beethoven Street prior to 
the relocation of students to the Carr swing space.     
 
For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 

 
http://zervas.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 

 
 

III. Cabot Elementary School Project 
The project is in the schematic design (SD) phase.  Traffic and site designs were presented to the 
Cabot Working Group and to the joint Cabot School Building Committee/ Design Review 
Committee (CSBC/DRC) meeting held on October 22, 2015.  The CSBC/DRC provided feedback to 
the City traffic engineer on the site plan, its associated traffic design and a managed parking 
approach for the neighborhood.  The traffic study and related materials completed during the 
feasibility phase of the project are posted on the City of Newton capital projects page for the Cabot 
School at:   
 
http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/building/capital_projects/cabot_school/traffic.asp 
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The CSBC/DRC met jointly on November 19, 2015 to review the building’s exterior design and 
materials.  The project team is beginning to develop a process for the City’s 5-58 site plan approval 
requirements which is targeted for early 2016.   
 
For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 

 
http://cabot.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 

 
IV. Aquinas Project  
The city’s Public Buildings Department has completed design for the window replacement which is 
now being coordinated with the environmental remediation plan.  The completion date for the 
window project is August 2016. 
 
DiNisco Design Partnership has begun the preliminary programming and concept study/test of fit at 
Walnut Park/Aquinas.  The initial focus has been a careful review of preschool program needs 
anticipating a renovation focused on the convent wing and this was done at a meeting on November 
5, 2015.  The Short-term Aquinas Working Group will review and provide feedback as the concept 
study develops.  
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